The Analytical Ledger
Deep Analysis Template
30-Minute Protocol for Articles & Data Sets
Analysis Type:  ☐ Article  ☐ Data Set
	Title/Name:
	(Article title or dataset name)

	Authors/Source:
	(Paper authors or data provider)

	Publication/Origin:
	(Journal/conference or data.gov/Kaggle/etc.)

	Analysis Date:
	

	Access/Citation:
	(DOI, URL, or file path)



Pre-Analysis Assessment (5 min)
Initial Summary
Article: What's the central argument? | Data: What does this dataset measure?

Relevance to My Work
Why am I analyzing this? What do I hope to learn?

Initial Scan Notes
Quality/credibility indicators:

Scope & structure:

Key elements that stand out:



Deep Analysis Notes (20-30 min)
1. Context & Background
Primary Question/Purpose
Article: Research question | Data: What problem does this data help solve?

Historical Context
Article: What gap does it address? | Data: Why was this collected?

Key Terms & Definitions
Article: Domain concepts | Data: Variable definitions, units of measure

2. Methodology/Structure
Approach
Article: Research method | Data: Collection methodology

Data Sources/Sample
Article: Where data came from | Data: Sample size, time period, geographic scope

Quality Assessment
Strengths:

Limitations/Gaps:





3. Core Findings/Structure
Key Insight #1
Article: Major finding | Data: Notable pattern/variable

Key Insight #2

Key Insight #3

Data Structure Notes
Article: Skip | Data: Variables, data types, relationships
Key variables:

Data types:

Relationships/joins:

Notable Passages/Values
Article: Quotable passages with page numbers | Data: Interesting statistics/outliers

4. Implications & Applications
Practical Implications
So what? Why does this matter for my work?

Further Exploration
Article: Research gaps | Data: Analyses I could run, questions to explore

How I'll Use This
Specific application to my current project

Post-Analysis Synthesis (10 min)
One-Sentence Summary
If I could only tell someone ONE thing:

Evidence/Data I Can Use
Article: Specific claims to cite | Data: Variables/analyses for my work

Questions This Raises
What do I want to explore further?

Connections
How this relates to other sources I'm using

Reference Information
Full Citation/Access
Article: APA citation | Data: Download URL, API endpoint, file path

Key References
Article: Related works | Data: Data dictionary, codebook, documentation links









Tags & Organization
Keywords for search:

Related to (other sources):

Project/topic tags:

Action Items
☐
☐
☐

—
analytical-ledger.netlify.app
